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13th GEO-LDN Online Seminar: Another take on the “I” 
in ILUP: Integrated Land Use Planning for land, climate 

and biodiversity action

Integrated Land Use Planning Guidelines 
An Update

Integrated Land Use Planning (ILUP) and Earth observation data to support 
sustainable landscapes, biodiversity protection, and climate action

Feras Ziadat

Land and Water Division - FAO
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Integrated Land Use Planning
Guidelines - An Update

FAO Land & Water 



What is the function of 
Integrated land use planning?

Land use planning means the systematic 
assessment of physical, social and economic 
factors to encourage and assist land users in 
selecting options that:

• Increase their productivity, 

• Are sustainable, 

• Support resilient livelihoods, and,

• Meet the needs of society
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Reversing the trend
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Sustainability and Resilience vs Degradation and Vulnerability 

What is the role of ILUP to reverse the trend?
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Paradigm shift in ILUP

• Top-down land use planning

• Integrated land use planning

• Participatory land use planning

• PEOPLE IN PLANNING

• EMERGING ISSUES IN LAND USE PLANNING
– Climate change

– Restoration of degraded land, Land Degradation Neutrality and biodiversity 

– Peri-urban and urban agriculture

– Tenure and land rights of women and indigenous peoples

– Mainstreaming, upscaling and outscaling land use planning results
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Linkages between different levels 

in multi-scale land use planning 
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- Multi-sectoral 

- Integrated

- Participatory  



Step-wise approach in ILUP
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Appraisal (ranking) of land use option
Goal Achievement Analysis Matrix
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ILUP for enhancing 

synergies between Rio 

conventions at 

national level.
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Global Regional 
Consultations

.

Next consultation  in  

January 20 with land use 

planners and representatives 

of the Rio Conventions in  

Africa

❑ Five FAO country offices execution partners for 

the GM-UNCCD on LDN target setting

❑Argentina, Azerbaijan, Macedonia, 

Türkiye and Panama

❑ Complement these activities with ILUP: training 

and technical backstopping seeking synergies 

❑ Ongoing dialogue with these countries, so far 2  

already expressed interest.
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Guidelines finalized and 

presented for endorsement 

at the FAO Committee on 

Agriculture (COAG)

FAO Governing 
Bodies

ILUP for LDN



Thank you !

Sources: 

Guidelines for Land Use Planning (1993)
https://www.fao.org/3/t0715e/t0715e00.htm

Integrated Land Use Planning Guidelines – an update
Forthcoming

https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/8e2fc4bc-086d-4294-95ba-

f69ce18f03e9/content 

Land resource planning for sustainable land management 
Arabic https://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/I5937AR

English https://www.fao.org/3/i5937e/i5937e.pdf  

French https://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/I5937FR

Russian https://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/I5937RU

Land Resources Planning Toolbox 
https://www.fao.org/land-water/land/land-governance/land-resources-planning-toolbox/en/  https://www.fao.org/land-water/land/en/ 

  

    Contact: feras.ziadat@fao.org
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