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1 LIST OF ACRONYMS 

Acronym Description 

CSIRO Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organization 

CI Conservation International 

D4D4LDN Global Project Data for Development for Land Degradation Neutrality 

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

GEO Group on Earth Observation 

GEO-LDN Group on Earth Observation Land Degradation Neutrality 

GDF Global Dialogue Forum 

GIZ Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit 

ILUP Integrated Land Use Planning 

LDN Land Degradation Neutrality 

OGC Open Geospatial Consortium 

SDG Sustainable Development Goal 

SLM Sustainable Land Management 

SPI Science Policy Interface 

S4ILUP Scenarios for Integrated Land Use Planning 

UN United Nations 

UNCBD United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity 

UNCCD United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 

UNCCD GM UNCCD Global Mechanism 

WOCAT World Overview of Conservation Approaches and Technologies 
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2 INTRODUCTION 

Objective: 

Growing a community of engaged partners striving to achieve Land Degradation 

Neutrality (LDN) in their countries is vital to ensuring future growth and impact from LDN. 

While the LDN Flagship provides a range of resources and support mechanisms to help 

countries achieve their LDN targets, there is a lot to be learned from countries in terms of 

hearing and sharing information about their LDN successes and challenges.   

There is also a need to align efforts within countries to achieve the best outcomes for 

LDN.  Integrated land use planning (ILUP) can help address poverty reduction, food 

security and biodiversity conservation. However, ILUP is a complex process that requires 

collaboration and coordination among different stakeholders, including government 

agencies, civil society organizations, and local communities.   

The objective of the Global Dialogue Forum (GDF) is to create a sustainable and ongoing 

exchange and learning process to promote the adoption of sustainable land use practices 

worldwide. The LDN GDF provides an opportunity for peer-to-peer exchange of 

experiences and best practices on integrated land use planning between national LDN 

representatives, and bring national and sub-national projects to the attention of National 

Focal Points of the UNCCD, with the support of key GEO-LDN personnel.   

This report presents outcomes from the first GDF workshop held over 3 days from 2-4 

November 2023 in Cape Town, South Africa. 

 

The Global Dialogue Forum (GDF) of 2023 

An open call for national teams to join the first GDF was sent in July 2023. The application 

process included clear criteria against which the proposals were assessed, including that 

each team must be inter-sectoral, consisting representatives from institutions across the 

national ILUP process and national United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 

(UNCCD) focal points. Gender equity and inclusivity principles were also a key selection 

factor. The GEO-LDN Secretariat reviewed 59 proposals from 40 countries and selected 15 

teams from 13 countries to attend the Forum. Simultaneous translation was provided for 

all presentations, workshops and side meeting sessions.   

The GDF featured a conversational format, allowing for open dialogue and the exchange 

of ideas among participants. In addition to the formal sessions, informal gatherings such 
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as coffee breaks and networking receptions were organized to encourage community 

building and informal dialogue. Apart from the dialogue sessions, there were two half day 

training workshops on the use of geospatial tools to measure and monitor land 

degradation, and support ILUP.  

The GDF agenda built on some of the information requested in the application process, 

which called on countries to identify a specific case or location where LDN can be applied, 

describe the key challenges, and consider how LDN might be achieved.  National teams 

initially created a poster explaining their LDN challenge, the context such as legislation, 

partners, and stakeholders, and an estimate of the support they may need to achieve their 

objectives from organizations like GEO-LDN.   

The posters created an attractive and informative mechanism to communicate LDN 

challenges and objectives among the teams, and all teams had the opportunity to view 

every poster and raise questions about the challenge on the first day. This process 

facilitated south-to-south, inter- and intra-regional exchange, and provided valuable 

feedback for national teams to refine and revise their plans.  

The second part of the agenda involved the development of a roadmap to make 

meaningful, achievable, measurable, and time-bound progress towards LDN for their use 

case in 2024.  This included setting milestones to achieve their LDN objectives, and 

consideration of the resources needed to achieve them, which the teams developed with 

the guidance of experts from the GEO LDN Flagship. These roadmaps are one of the 

primary outcomes of the GDF, and the foundation for the continued collaboration 

between GEO-LDN and these countries. 
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Key outcomes from the first GDF include:  

• Improved understanding of the experiences, challenges, and lessons learned of land 

use planning across different countries and among stakeholders. 

• Increased collaboration within countries between practitioners and stakeholders 

working on Integrated Land Use Planning (ILUP) and the voluntary targets set with 

the UNCCD. 

• Identification of common themes, challenges, and opportunities for collaboration in 

addressing Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) and ILUP through peer-to-peer 

exchange and expert advice.  

• The establishment of a community and platform to receive recommendations from 

members states for the GEO-LDN and UNCCD in fulfilling their mandated. 

• Increased awareness methods and best practices in using geospatial data for 

planning, monitoring, and reporting LDN and implementing ILUP.  

• Capacity Development through training opportunities of different tools used for the 

different phases of planning, monitoring and reporting for LDN. 

 

The very strong international interest in attending the Global Dialogue Forum (GDF), and 

the success of the event itself, highlight the importance of continuing such events as a key 

element of the UNCCD and GEO-LDN programs. Ideally, future GDFs will be able to 

support a larger number of countries to attend and will work over a series of events 

through each of the phases of the ILUP cycle, from describing challenges and setting 

goals, to planning and implementation, and monitoring and evaluation ( https://geo-

ldn.org/ldn/about-toolbox/ ).   

  

https://geo-ldn.org/ldn/about-toolbox/
https://geo-ldn.org/ldn/about-toolbox/
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3 EVENT ORGANIZATION 

3.1 Organization team 

• Facilitator team: Lena Moral Waldmeier (GIZ), Mark Grasy (GIZ) , Bernd Eversmann 

(GIZ), Neda Mohamadi (GIZ) , Fatima Benzammou (GIZ) and Fernanda Lessa Ribeiro 

(GIZ). 

• Experts and Partners: Sara Minelli (UNCCD), Barron J. Orr (UNCCD), Neil Sims (GEO-

LDN), Ingrid Teich (WOCAT), Gabriel Daldegan (CI), Kenneth Mubea (Digital Earth 

Africa), Amos Kabo-Bah (UENR). 

3.2 Agendas 

Thursday, 2nd November 2023 

Time Overview Who 

08:00 – 9:00 Welcome + Registration 

 

09:00 – 10:30 Opening Session 

9:00am: Welcome by UNCCD Barron live 

virtually. 

 

9:10am: Welcome by GEO-LDN leadership  

• What are our goals with the GDF? 

 

9:30am: The new FAO ILUP guidelines 

 

9:50am: Introduction of the objectives of the 

world café sessions (15 min) 

 

Barron Orr (UNCCD) 

 

 

Mark Grasy (GEO LDN) 

 

 

Feras Ziadat (FAO) 

 

Ingrid Teich (WOCAT)  

10:30 – 11:00 Coffee break 

11:00 – 12:00 World café preparation: 

Country teams jointly prepare their posters 

and world café stations 

 

Country teams 

12:00 – 13:30 Lunch 
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Time Overview Who 

13:30 – 15:00 World Café Session 1: 

Parallel country presentations 

 

Country teams 

(7 stations, audience 

divided in 7 groups) 

15:00 – 15:30 Coffee break 

15:30 – 17:00 World Café Session 2: 

Parallel country presentations 

 

Country teams 

(8 stations, audience 

divided in 8 groups) 

17:00 – 17:30 Summary of World Café sessions: 

• Similarities between use cases 

• Identified questions 

• Common challenges 

• First ideas for recommendations to UNCCD 

 

Facilitator + Ingrid Teich 

(WOCAT) 

19.00 Dinner 
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Friday, 3rd November 2023 

Time Overview Who 

08:30 – 10:00 3 teasers for the tools 

3 parallel tool presentations in conference hall 

addressing questions from world cafés, road 

maps: 

• Co-development of GEE apps for decision 

support 

• Digital Earth Africa for LDN 

• Trends.Earth 

 

Ingrid Teich (WOCAT) 

Kenneth Mubea (DEA) 

Gabriel Daldegan (CI) 

10:00 – 10:30  Coffee Break  

10:30 – 12:00  Road map development 1: 

 

Grouping of countries for road map 

development (10 min) 

 

Presentation of Ghana roadmap with ideas for 

possible milestones, tools, …  (20 min)  

 

Introduction of LDN help desk  

 

 

Development of country roadmaps by 

national teams, identification of milestones, 

needed support etc. (60 min) 

 

 

Facilitator + 

Ingrid Teich 

 

CAN fellows 

(Global Partnership) 

 

Eunice Wangui 

Mwangi (RCMRD) 

 

Country teams + Amos 

Kabo-Bah (UENR) 

12:00 – 13:30 Lunch 

13:30 – 15:00 Road map development 2: 

Continue:  

Development of country road maps 

 

Country Teams 

15:00 – 15:30 Coffee break 
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Time Overview Who 

15:30 – 17:00 Road map presentation: 

Presentation of selected road maps followed 

by plenary discussion. 

 

Country Teams 

17:00 – 17:15 Coffee break 

17:15 – 18:00 Closing session 

 

Present: What can we support specifically in 

2024 and beyond? 

 

Present: collected recommendations to UNCCD  

 

 

GEO-LDN Team +  

Neil Sims (CSIRO) 

 

Ingrid Teich (WOCAT) 

19:00 Dinner 
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Saturday, 4th November 2023 

Time Overview Who 

09:00 – 12:00 Parallel In-depth demos 

 

DEA demo with exercises: Using the DEA 

sandbox for land degradation monitoring. 

How can DEA be useful in developing 

workflows? 

 

WOCAT Earth Engine apps (Türkiye example, 

how a product can be continuously used) 

 

Trends.Earth demonstration 

With break 

10:30 to 11:00  

Kenneth Mubea 

(Digital Earth Africa) 

 

 

 

Ingrid Teich (WOCAT) 

 

 

 

Gabriel Daldegan (CI) 

12:00 – 13:30 Lunch  

13:30 – 17:00 Working session   

17:00 Farewell dinner  
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4 OVERVIEW OF PARTICIPANTS 

We accepted 15 applications, each with a minimum of a 5-member inter-sectoral team. In 

the end due to visa issues and other complications we were able to host 60 participants 

from 13 different countries at the Global Dialogue Form in Cape Town 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Numbers include 3 fellows from the Capacity Accelerator program and representatives from the Host Country. 

 

4.1 Participant Breakdown 

The 15 selected teams illustrated a global balance while the participants who eventually 

attended the conference were primarily from the continent of Africa with a strong 

representation from Latin America and the Caribbean as well as one inter-sectoral team 

from Central Asia and Eastern Europe. Unfortunately, our chosen countries representing 

Asia were unable to attend due to visa issues.  

Furthermore, we had an almost equal participation of men and women illustrating our 

commitment to gender sensitive dialogues. The percentage of participants based on 

professional background illustrates how we were able to create inter-sectoral teams with 

representatives from the public sector, academia, geospatial specialists, civil society and 

beyond.  

  

58 
Participants in 

Cape Town 

 

14 
Countries 
represented 

15 
Use Cases 
presented 
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Figure 1: Overview of the countries selected as part of the 15 successful inter-sectoral teams 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Overview of the regions represented based on teams who were able to attend the  

Global Dialogue Forum in 2023 
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Figure 3: Team breakdown based on sectors 

One of the key criteria for successful applications for the Global Dialogue Forum in 2023 was the make up of 

an intersectoral team. In order to achieve Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) through Integrated Land Use 

Planning (ILUP) countries need to work across ministries and sectors. In order to optimize land use and reach 

an effective balance all sectors need to be able to communicate and share information. As such it was 

imperative for each team to represent multiple sectors and the breakdown of all 14 teams who made it to 

South Africa are illustrated obove. 
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Figure 4: Participant breakdown by professional background 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5: GDF Participants: proportion of women and men based on all participants 
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5 INTERSECTORAL TEAMS AND COUNTRY SPECIFIC CASE 

STUDIES 

Teams were expected to come prepared to the Global Dialogue Forum with information, 

examples and evidence of the use cases they had included in their applications. During 

the event each team worked on a poster to illustrate the challenge in a brief and compact 

manner. In a second step the teams outlined how the challenge could be addressed with 

the use of geospatial data. The posters displayed previous work, obstacles and potential 

future opportunities in reaching LDN targets. 

During the development of the posters all the experts attending the event worked 

together with the different country teams to provide fresh ideas and refine their 

expectations and goals to actionable activities. The expert advice included the 

introduction of new methods to use geospatial data for the goal of achieving Land 

Degradation Neutrality. 

All attendees gained insights into different practices of land use planning on national level 

in each partner country as illustrated by the posters below. 
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5.1 Armenia: 

 

 

 

Breakdown of Armenia Team by sector: 

                   

               
   

           
   

                 
   

 r enia
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5.2 Belize:  

 

 

 

Breakdown of Belize Team by sector: 

                 

                 
   

                    
          

           
   

            
           

   

 e i e
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5.3 Benin: 

 

 

 

Breakdown of Benin Team by sector: 

  

            
              

   

            
           

   

            
        

   

               
   

                
   

 enin
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5.4 Brazil: 

 

 

 

Breakdown of Brazil Team by sector: 
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5.5 Colombia: 

 

 

 

Breakdown of Colombia Team by sector: 

  

            
        

   

            
       

   

            
           

   

Co o  ia



 GEO LDN       Global Dialogue Forum 2023 

23 

5.6 Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) 

 

 

 

Breakdown of DRC Team by sector: 

  

                
   

            
        

   

               
   

  C
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5.7 Ethiopia 

 

 

 

Breakdown of Ethiopia Team by sector: 
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5.8 Ghana Team 1: 

 

 

 

Breakdown of Ghana Team 1 by sector: 

  

               
   

            
              

   

                 
   

  ana Tea  1
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5.9 Ghana Team 2: 

 

 

 

Breakdown of Ghana Team 2 by sector: 

  

               
   

                 
   

  ana Tea   
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5.10 Nigeria:  

 

 

 

Breakdown of Nigeria Team by sector: 

  

            
            

   

                
   

               
   

 i eria
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5.11 Peru: 

 

 

 

Breakdown of Peru Team by sector: 

  

            
        

    

Peru
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5.12 Senegal: 

 

 

 

Breakdown of Senegal Team by sector: 

  

            
        

   

                    
          

           
   

                    
         

   

            
        

   

               
   

 ene a 



 GEO LDN       Global Dialogue Forum 2023 

30 

5.13 Kenya 

 

 

 

Breakdown of Kenya Team by professional sector: 
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5.14 South Africa:  

 

 

 

* Disclaimer:  

While South Africa did not apply to be part of the Global Dialogue Forum as the host 

country as well a selected member of the Target Setting Program 2.0 by the UNCCD they 

took part in various the conference to facilitate capacity building and possible synergies.  
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6 OUTCOMES AND ROADMAPS 

The main output of the Global Dialogue Forum was a roadmap specifically for 2024 on 

how to work on each national use cases using geospatial data to achieve their own LDN 

targets and goals. 

Upon completing their posters and doing the poster session, teams were able to garner 

not just inspiration from other teams but also peer-to-peer exchange to facilitate and 

prepare for the final outcome which is the 2024 roadmap. This includes the goals and 

targets that each team would achieve in 2024 considering the challenges, stakeholders, 

and context of their specific use cases. Furthermore, they included the role of GEO-LDN in 

their 2024 roadmaps or at the very least the expected role that GEO-LDN would play. 

These roadmaps serve to create realistic and achievable milestones with the support and 

advice of the experts at the Global Dialogue Forum and the exposure to the three training 

sessions on Google Earth Engine Maps, Trends.Earth and Digital Earth Africa Data Cubes. 

The road maps primarily address: 

• Actionable goals to achieve Land Degradation Neutrality 

• Activities to enhance Integrated Land Use Planning (Vertically and Horizontally) 

• Goals to better access, assess and monitor the above with Geospatial Data 

Most importantly it provides and operational plan for partner countries to achieve not 

only the targets of the GEO-LDN project hosted at GIZ and funded by the BMZ but also 

the goals of the UNCCD and the specific mandates of the GEO-LDN Flagship. 
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Ghana  
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Nigeria 
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Ethiopia 
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Armenia 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 GEO LDN       Global Dialogue Forum 2023 

39 

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 
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Ghana 2 
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Senegal 
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Kenya 
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Peru 
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Belize 
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Brazil 
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Colombia 
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6.1 Survey results 

Every single participant also filled out a survey anonymously where they could provide 

feedback on the event. 
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6.2 Recommendations to the UNCCD 

Another output of the Global Dialogue Forum was gathering recommendations from 

member states to elaborate on recommendations directly to the UNCCD. This could help 

improve bilateral communication with the UNCCD and allow it to be aware of the primary 

issues and challenges that member states and National Focal Points are facing, as well as 

land use planners and public servants at a national and sub-national level. These 

recommendations were developed in a participatory manner whereby all participants 

could contribute and debate on the most important aspects they wanted to address. 

These recommendations were  shared at a side event at CRIC21 directly to the UNCCD 

two weeks later and through other channels. Not only is this invaluable information for 

the UNCCD and GEO-LDN but it also provides member states with a platform whereby 

they can directly address their issues to large organizations. 

The Recommendations provided were the following: 

• Increase the variety and efficiency in GEF Funds and Implementation partners of GEF 

Funds 

• Improve methodology and data to monitor SOC (Soil Organic Carbon) 

• Countries need more time to prepare their reports (PRAIS to be read and for funding 

to be available in a timely manner) and to have time to include a participatory 

approach 

• LDN specific funding for countries 

• More capacity development, mainstreaming of LDN, and engagement of countries 

for LDN 

• Focus on South-to-South Exchange 

• Revise default data that is not representative of reality, especially for the land 

productivity sub-indicator 
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Image: Ingrid Teich (GEO-LDN Co-Lead of Working Group 2) and Lena Moral Waldmeier (GIZ GEO-LDN 

Team) presenting Outcomes and Recommendations of the Global Dialogue Forum at the Side Event at 

CRIC21 by the UNCCD in November 2023.  
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7 CONCLUSION 

Through the use of a specified criteria in the Open Call we were able to successfully bring 

together inter-sectoral and gender balanced teams to address use cases and challenges 

related to LDN. By interacting with international and regional experts, teams were also 

able to get an insight into different ways of using earth observations to address their 

issues. This was further facilitated by peer-to-peer exchange whereby the poster session 

allowed each country team to present their work and receive feedback. 

Ultimately the creation of roadmaps for 2024 not only provides a set of activities and 

milestones to for country teams to reach their goals and contributed to LDN and ILUP but 

also to measure the progress of each team. Participants were particularly engaged in the 

three trainings sessions on Google Earth Engine Apps by Ingrid Teich, Trends.Earth by 

Gabriel Daldegan and Digital Earth Africa’s Data Cubes by Kenneth Mubea.  

On all counts, including data from the survey which can be seen in full in the appendix the 

Global Dialogue Forum was a resounding success. However there remains a necessity for 

proper follow up and continued support through the process of the roadmap and beyond 

depending on country engagement. 
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8 APPENDIX 

8.1 Full Survey Results 
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