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Happy New Year! 

As we start 2026, we would like to take a moment 

to look back at an active and engaging year for 

GEO-LDN. In 2025, we connected with partners 

and parties to the Convention through a range of 

events, including several online seminars, the 

Pacific Small Island Developing States (PSIDS) 

Regional Dialogue Forum and many more.

These exchanges have been valuable opportunities 

to share experiences, strengthen collaboration, 

and continue advancing the discussion on land 

degradation neutrality across regions.

In the year ahead, we look forward to building on 

this momentum with new activities and continued 

collaboration. In this issue, you’ll find highlights 

from the past year.
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The New GEO-LDN Website
GEO-LDN has launched a brand-new website, 

designed to keep you updated on upcoming events, 

LDN related country activities, provide reports from 

past events, such as the PSIDS forum, and share 

publications from within the GEO-LDN community. 

You’ll also find the latest news and insights from the 

network. You can explore the website here

https://geo-ldn.org/geo-ldn-regional-dialogue-forum-for-pacific-small-island-developing-states-psids-2025/
https://geo-ldn.org/working-groups/
https://geo-ldn.org/geo-ldn-online-seminar-series/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/geo-ldn/
twitter.com/geoldn_org
https://geo-ldn.org/news/
https://geo-ldn.org/
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Main Events

Workshop Climate Change in LDN Planning

A two-day workshop held at GIZ Headquarters 

in Bonn (29–30 April 2025) brought together 

technical experts to support climate-informed 

land use planning for LDN. Led by 

Conservation International (CI) in collaboration 

with GEO-LDN and supported by GIZ, the 

workshop collected  inputs for a practical 

guide on incorporating spatially explicit 

climate data into LDN planning processes, 

including methods to assess land 

management under a range of climate change 

scenarios, in response to UNCCD Decision 

20/COP.15.

Participants reviewed a draft report 

framework, shared expertise on spatial 

planning and climate projections, and 

provided guidance to ensure applicability 

across user groups. Activities included expert 

presentations, structured feedback sessions, 

and participatory prioritization exercises. Read 

more here.

GEO 

Global 

Forum 

2025

Members of the GEO-LDN Flagship attended the 

Group on Earth Observation’s Forum, in May in 

Rome. GEO-LDN partners were involved in 

several side events, presented at 

the EU  Commission Booth. After the forum, the 

GEO-LDN leadership - including all working 

group co-leads - came together for a two-day 

meeting to discuss a governance structure for 

the growing network.
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Regional Dialogue Forum 2025 for Pacific Small 
Island Developing States (PSIDS)

From 22–24 July 2025, Pacific Small Island 

Developing States (PSIDS) met in Suva, Fiji, for 

the Regional Dialogue Forum 2025, co-hosted by 

the United Nations University – Institute for 

Environment and Human Security (UNU-EHS), the 

GEO-LDN Flagship, and the Government of Fiji, 

with support from The Secretariat of the Pacific 

Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) and 

The Pacific Community (SPC).

The forum focused on using geospatial data and 

earth observation tools to support sustainable 

land management, climate resilience, and 

biodiversity conservation. Country teams 

presented case studies, addressed data gaps, 

and strengthened capacity for reporting under the 

three Rio Conventions (UNCCD, UNFCCC and 

CBD). The event also promoted intersectoral 

collaboration and the use of Integrated Land Use 

Planning (ILUP) to advance land, climate, and 

biodiversity goals. Read more here.

Capacity Development Corner

GEO-LDN Online Seminars #11, #12 and #13 
are on now available for watching here.

An E-learning course on using land-cover data 
to monitor SDG15.3.1, which was developed 

with the FAO, is accessible here.
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https://geo-ldn.org/publications-by-conservation-international-ci/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/geo-ldn/
twitter.com/geoldn_org
https://geo-ldn.org/geo-ldn-regional-dialogue-forum-for-pacific-small-island-developing-states-psids-2025/
https://geo-ldn.org/events/geo-ldn-seminars/09-geo-ldn-online-seminar/
https://geo-ldn.org/blog/e-learning-course-on-land-cover/
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About Us
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The GEO Land Degradation Neutrality Flagship (GEO-LDN) is a stakeholder-driven initiative that 

was launched in 2018 during the Group on Earth Observations Week in Kyoto, Japan, responding 

to a request by the UNCCD's Conference of the Parties (COP13). It brings together Earth 

observation data providers and governments to develop minimum data quality standards, 

analytical tools and capacity building needed to strengthen land degradation monitoring and 

reporting, using remote sensing and data collected on site.

GEO-LDN helps governments to access the necessary datasets and tools to prioritize interventions, 

monitor outcomes to manage land better and to report on Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 

indicator 15.3.1 (Decision 9/COP.13).

Contact the GEO-LDN Flagship at info@geo-ldn.org if you would like to receive updates from us via 

the mailing list and/or engage in any of our activities.

CRIC, AfriGEO, EuroGEO

During 2025 the flagship had the opportunity to

join conferences, such as the AfriGEO

Symposeum in Dakar, the EuroGEO Workshop

in the Hague and the 23rd Session of the 

UNCCD Committee for the Review of the 

Implementation of the Convention (CRIC-23) in 

Panama. To catch up, you can read some 

insights here:

Insights from the EuroGEO Workshop 2025 -

GEO-LDN, GEO-LDN at the AfriGEO Symposium 

2025 - GEO-LDN and Highlight from CRIC23 in 

Panama - GEO-LDN.

Further Events & Latest News 

linkedin.com/geo-ldn

linkedin.com/geo-ldn
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The GEO-LDN African Student Chapter
A GEO-LDN African Student Chapter has been 

established at the University of the Western Cape 

(UWC). The student-led chapter focuses on 

building capacity in geospatial approaches for 

sustainable land and environmental 

management. Its activities include hands-on 

training, knowledge exchange through seminars 

and workshops, and collaboration within UWC 

and with partners across Africa, contributing to 

the development of future environmental leaders 

on the continent. To find out more or get 

involved, contact geoldn-studchapter@uwc.ac.za 

or sign up here.

#13 GEO-LDN Online Seminar
The 13th GEO-LDN Online Seminar on 15 December, co-

organized by the Economics of Land Degradation Initiative (ELD) 

and the GEO-LDN flagship, explored how Integrated Land Use 

Planning (ILUP) and Earth observation data can support 

sustainable landscapes, biodiversity, and climate action. 

Speakers included Feras Ziadat (FAO), Ece Aksoy Gurcam 

(UNCCD GM), and Alisher Mirzabaev (IRRI/Policy Analysis & 

Climate Change), who presented case studies and strategies for 

land restoration and integrated land-biodiversity-climate action. 

You can watch the seminar here.

Request: We invite users, developers, and anyone interested in land degradation and SDG 15.3.1 to 

share their feedback on the GEO-LDN Toolbox by completing a short 10–15 minute survey.

https://earthobservations.org/
https://www.unccd.int/official-documents/cop-13-ordos-china-2017
https://www.unccd.int/official-documentscop-13-ordos-china-2017/9cop13
mailto:info@geo-ldn.org
https://geo-ldn.org/insights-from-the-eurogeo-workshop-2025/
https://geo-ldn.org/insights-from-the-eurogeo-workshop-2025/
https://geo-ldn.org/insights-from-the-eurogeo-workshop-2025/
https://geo-ldn.org/geo-ldn-at-the-afrigeo-symposium-2025/
https://geo-ldn.org/geo-ldn-at-the-afrigeo-symposium-2025/
https://geo-ldn.org/highlight-from-cric23-in-panama/
https://geo-ldn.org/highlight-from-cric23-in-panama/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/geo-ldn/
twitter.com/geoldn_org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfeg7ecPCRLnvoqIXngD5Zs3maMv2oNtTvU8laJBQ949CAwRQ/viewform
https://geo-ldn.org/13-geo-ldn-online-seminar/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfmkWdrukm-UEC2MZ7x0xYmUSg0CXtDp5bsza8OytGgfPjuBQ/viewform
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